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ADDRESS OF 


THE MOST REV. JOHN T. McNICHOLAS, O.P., S.T.M., 
President General of the Association 


In these post-war days there is a crisis in every sphere of 
life. In the field of education, conditions are extremely crit- 
ical. As we in retrospect consider the preparation for the 
second World War, we realize the havoc wrought by the 
education imparted by the Nazis, the Fascists, the Soviets, 
and every totalitarian form of government. We know now 
that millions of people have been murdered because the 
false principles of totalitarians put no value on human life. 
We are certain that millions of the youth of our day have 
been the victims of this bad totalitarian education. 

The degrading ideology of atheists has divided the world, 
and is now striving to dominate all nations. Atheistic 
totalitarian education aims to destroy the dignity of human 
personality, to rob men of their freedom, and to make them 
slaves of the state. 

This unspeakably bad education, devoid of all morality, 
can lead only to another world conflict, to world chaos, and 
to the utter destruction of all true values of life. The war 
has taught us that Nazi, Fascist, and Soviet education 
should have no place in any schools of our country. Every 
true American should oppose all totalitarian systems of 
education, under whatever guise they are presented. 

The draft law showed us that more than a million and a 
half American men could not qualify for the minimum 
standard of the fourth grade in our primary schools. The 
draft brought out the fact that in our country, where we 
boast of education, there may be ten million people who 
cannot read or write. 

During the war our government felt constrained, owing 
to the number of illiterate men who could not qualify for the 
draft, to educate them. The qualifying of our men for 
military service has focused our attention on the utter 
inability of some States to provide the necessary minimum 
education and training of children. 

The draft likewise showed how lack of resources in some 
quarters, and the practical impossibility of securing quali- 
fied teachers in poor sections of the country, were in large 
measure responsible for the illiteracy and the poor instruc- 
tion in many schools. 

The draft law, and the appraisal of the work of our 
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schools which followed, have made many realize the serious- 
ness of the crisis in American education. These defects 
should be tabulated, catalogued, and broadcast in order to 
arouse public opinion, which will demand a remedy. 

The widespread delinquency of our youth should not sur- 
prise us when we fully realize that God is shut out of our 
tax-supported schools, that moral principles and moral 
training have no part in this school system. Many schools 
will permit teachers and professors to speak against God 
and against religion; that is supposed to be liberty of edu- 
cation. The same schools will not permit statements in 
favor of God, nor the exposition of basic moral principles; 
that is supposed to be narrow sectarianism. 

The senseless cry of union of Church and state is heard 
when the rights of God are advocated and when the un- 
changeable principles of morality are expounded. This 
incredible position is taken by many unthinking people, 
even by legislators and statesmen who accept propaganda 
and shibboleths without questioning them. This acceptance 
is an attack on our freedom of education; it is opposed to 
the spirit of our country and to the American tradition of 
education. 


Our youths have a native right to be instructed in the 
truths of God and in the unchangeable principles of moral- 
ity. Parents have the right and the duty to insist that 
such instruction and training be given. No state, no school 
system, no school boards, no legislators, no government can 
lawfully disregard these inalienable and imprescriptible 
rights and duties of children and parents. 

The family is a divine institution, which is held responsi- 
ble, according to the law of nature and the law of God, for 
the education of the children of its home. It is the duty of 
the state to aid the Church in safeguarding the native and 
ner rights of the family, whatever its religion 

e. 


We cannot expect our youths who have passed several 
years in primary and secondary schools, ignoring God and 
His .law and disregarding the whole sphere of morality, 
to have those habits of restraint which will make them 
virtuous men and women. In many schools our youths are 
told that God is “old stuff,” that the idea of fixed morality 
is utterly at variance with modern thought and with a pro- 
gressive world. It is the duty of parents of all religious 
faiths to know whenever there is anti-God and anti-moral 
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propaganda in the schools in which their children are being 
educated. There ought to be a union of parents of all faiths 
who would call a general strike against such propaganda 
and all its agents. 


If we are to attempt to correct juvenile delinquency, we 
must bring God back into the lives of our youth; we must 
teach them the moral law, and we must patiently form in 
them from infancy the habits of virtuous living. These 
are manifest duties of the teachers of our schools. Parents 
have this responsibility before God and the world. They 
cannot abdicate it and should not regard lightly this 
supremely important duty. Teachers who act against the 
wish and instruction of parents, whatever be their religion, 
especially before the pupil has attained its maturity, betray 
a sacred trust, because they are only the deputies of parents. 
It would be true legislation to enact a law which would 
penalize teachers who strive against parents to convince 
their immature children that God and His unchangeable 
moral code should be ruled out of the lives of Americans. 


There are and ever will be inequalities in life—inequali- 
ties in the physical order, in intellectual gifts, in the power 
of application, in the ability to succeed in economic and 
political life. There is, as is to be expected, inequality of 
education in our States, but in a country like ours there 
ought to be, in the field of education, ample provision for 
the essential minimum mental formation and character 
training in all schools of every section of our country, 
whether these schools at present are tax-supported or not. 
The resources of some sections, that have the greatest num- 
ber of children to be educated, are lowest, while other 
wealthy sections of the country, having the fewest children, 
command the greatest resources. One State spends more 
than five times as much on a pupil as does a poor State that 
cannot give the essential minimum of education to all its 
children. These are distressing facts, but they must be 
faced. 

For upwards of thirty years, bills have been before Con- 
gress which would extend Federal aid to schools, not on a 
just basis, but merely to schools that are tax-supported. 
These bills have been un-American, undemocratic, and the 
provisions have been ruthless in by-passing children and 
parents who need help to get the minimum of education 
for an American child in the schools of their conscientious 
choice. It is a matter of very sincere regret that the pro- 
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ponents of these bills could not or would not understand 
that our government must be just to all citizens of our 
country and to all parents, especially poor parents, regard- 
less of creed or color or blood, who are striving to educate 
their children and to rear them as good Americans. 

It is to be regretted that these same proponents, and 
the groups and lobbies that favored these bills, were willing 
to accept, without analyzing it, the shibboleth of union of 
Church and State, if any aid were to be given to schools 
conducted under the auspices of religion, or to poor parents 
who insisted on their children not only acquiring knowledge, 
but also having the benefit of a moral formation. 

When our government insists on compulsory school at- 
tendance, and when, by Constitutional right, through the 
unanimous decision of the Supreme Court, it assures all 
citizens, of all faiths or of no faith, that they enjoy freedom 
of education, government agencies should not by indirection 
nullify that freedom. 

The words of the Supreme Court decision in the Oregon 
case, June 1, 1925, are: “The fundamental theory of liberty 
upon which all governments in this Union repose excludes 
any general power of the State to standardize its children 
by forcing them to accept instruction from public teachers 
only. The child is not the mere creature of the State; those 
who nurture him and direct his destiny have the right 
coupled with the high duty, to recognize and prepare him 
for additional duties.” 

Our primary and secondary schools which at present are 
not tax-supported should not be deprived of the help they 
need, provided the physical plant, the instruction, the cur- 
riculum, and the training of pupils as good citizens meet the 
demands of the State. Nor should the children of these 
schools be denied bus transportation, medical care, and 
textbooks, when the need of these can be proven to our 
State and Federal governments. 

The provisions of the Constitutions of several States, 
regarding education in non-tax-supported schools, reflect no 
credit on the States. They nullify the freedom of education 
of which we boast and for which our armed forces fought 
in the second World War. 

A bill has been introduced into Congress which would 
correct much of this injustice. The support of this bill by 
the American Federation of Labor is in harmony with true 
American tradition. That support upholds fundamental 
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justice. The G. I. Act, unanimously adopted by the United 
States Congress, can be a pattern that will grant aid 
equitably where it is needed. 

The G. I. Bill of Rights in no way brings about the union 
of Church and State. No religious group in the United 
States is asking for a union of Church and State. Certainly 
Catholics are not. The religion of parents, or of the chil- 
dren, whatever it be, should not exclude help wherever help 
is needed. All our children are American children. All of 
them should be taught to live for America, and to die to 
defend America if needs be. 

Citizens of all school systems were drafted in the war. 
The sons of many faiths have died for their country. It 
seems absurd that the children of those who follow them 
cannot be helped, so that they will be better-informed 
citizens, with a greater appreciation of their moral 
obligations. 

All fair-minded persons of our country are of one mind, 
that no help should be given by the State to support re- 
ligion. By no subterfuge should this support be obtained. 
It is not the function of our States or of our Federal govern- 
ment to support religion, or to have a State religion, or to 
express a preference for one religion more than another. 
It is, however, the function of our State and Federal gov- 
ernment to discourage, very positively anti-religious move- 
ments, anti-God movements, anti-moral movements. 

We have a complete Catholic system of education. Our 
schools have to their credit achievements which seem impos- 
sible, considering the limited resources at their command. 
If we accept the accuracy of the term “philosophy of edu- 
cation,” as generally understood, we must admit that Cath- 
olic schools, more than any others, know their aim, their 
scope, their guiding principles, their sacred trust. They 
know the unchangeable elements of education. The bene- 
ficial results of Catholic schools in instructing youth and 
in turning out good, law-abiding citizens who are always 
loyal to our civil authorities, deserve the encouragement and 
gratitude of government in our States and in Wash- 
ington.... 

It is the American tradition for every American school 
to promote respect for religion. This nation was conceived 
by men of profound religious convictions. We must not let 
totalitarians today tell us that error, immorality, and non- 
morality have the same right as truth and moral living. 
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There is no union of Church and State when all our 
schools insist on respect for the name of God. No child, in 
any school, should be embarrassed because of his religious 
belief. It is sheer nonsense to talk of a common religion for 
all American children, or of a common denominator for the 
hundreds of religious beliefs that we have in America. We 
can sensibly agree, however, on basic propositions for all 
true Americans. I venture to suggest some norms: 


1—Any material prejudicial to religion should be 
eliminated from the curricula and textbooks of public 
schools. 

2—Materials which will inspire children to regard 
religion as a high, noble discharge of one’s duty to 
God should be incorporated in public school curricula. 

3—Public school boards, officials of the State depart- 
ments of education, and standardizing agencies should 
cooperate with plans which give the churches an op- 
portunity to impart formal religious instruction. On 
the parents of America, more than on any other indi- 
viduals or groups, does this responsibility rest. They 
should regard it as a grave duty in order to counteract 
the basic secularism in our public schools today. 

4—The relation of moral training in education in 
American schools should not be considered a settled 
matter. We are facing tremendously grave problems 
in our country which have never been faced before. 
They can in large measure be settled in future genera- 
tions, if our American educational system includes 
religious instruction and moral training in primary 
and secondary schools according to the wishes of par- 
ents of different faiths. It may be difficult to agree on 
a formula, but difficulties should not intimidate us; 
they are not insuperable. 


It is significant that many religious leaders of many 
denominations are arriving at the conclusion that the only 
practical method to insure moral training in our schools is 
to make it an integral part of education, and then to have 
the different churches either to provide their own schools or 
to let them have control of some schools. A real solution 
can and should be found, and found quickly, in order to 
insure moral training in our schools. 

The Catholic Bishops of America have wisely recognized 
that they must keep their schools under their control, satis- 
fying the conditions on which the State insists for the 
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pupils’ safety, health, and training in civics. The Catholic 
Bishops recognize fully the rights of parents as the vicars 
of God in the education of their children. The rights of 
parents, as the most responsible agents in the education 
of their children, have been too often ignored and rejected 
by professional educators, school boards, and legislators. 

If many churches of America today are losing their vital- 
ity, and if sectarianism is weakening everywhere, it is 
owing to the lack of denominational schools in which a 
training is given five days of the week in moral living. 
Released time, Bible reading, and Sunday school instruc- 
tions may be commendable for the little they do in the inter- 
est of religion, but this program is not an integration of 
moral training with every phase of the school program and 
school curriculum. It is not preparing our future adult 
citizens to face the problems of life with that restraint and 
— stamina which all good American citizens should 

ave. 

If American life is to be revitalized in its every phase, 
it will be done, in large measure, through education and 
through our schools. America must be taught that re- 
ligion is not merely a Sunday affair; it is not a Sunday dress. 
Right thinking and moral living should enter into every 
conscious thought and act of men in business, in the pro- 
fessions, in amusements, in sports, in political life, and in 
every act of government officials. 

We are standing by and allowing Communism to sweep 
the whole country. These atheistic totalitarians are re- 
sourceful; they are crusaders; they are striving to place 
their agents in every pivotal position. They want confu- 
sion and strife in order to gain control. We are assuming 
that nothing can be done about their dechristianizing 
activities. We are allowing these same agents to infiltrate 
into our system of education in this country. 

The most effective means to counteract Communism is a 
sane educational system, supported by both State and Fed- 
eral governments, which will approve a plan whereby we 
can have moral training and instruction, in all the schools 
of our land, integrated with intellectual development. Our 
schools should meet the needs of today. They should enable 
America to discharge obligations such as no other nation 
in the history of the world has been called upon to discharge. 





EDUCATION FOR ONE WORLD 


= HUGH STOTT TAYLOR, D.Sc., 

Dean, Graduate School, Princeton University, Princeton, N. J. 

The American nation has assumed through the power 
of her military, naval, and air forces, and through the 
technological organization requisite to that power, a posi- 
tion of major responsibility for civilization, culture, and 
peace in the post-war world. To meet the commitments 
which such a responsibility entails, the United States will, 
of necessity, be forced to enlarge both political and social 
horizons, so much the more imperatively because the 
achievements in the world of science, especially in the area 
of atomic energy with its incredibly destructive potentiali- 
ties, have forced us to the realization that we are confronted 
with the alternative: one world or none. 

Tonight, as a Catholic layman and as a scientist, I ad- 
dress myself to the urgent problem of the role of education 
in this world of tomorrow. In the Catholic Church and in 
science we recognize two cultural influences which already 
transcend national boundaries, have already assumed inter- 
national, one might say supra-national, roles in the govern- 
ing of human affairs. As a Catholic and as a scientist I ad- 
dress myself to fellow Catholics deeply involved in all phases 
of the educational process. We are confronted with new 
potentialities both for evil and for good and on our right 
approach to the solution of our problems much will inevit- 
ably depend for good or for evil in the world of tomorrow. 
’ I would wish to approach the solution of these problems by 
a query addressed to all of you: to the teachers of our 
students in our schools, our colleges, our universities; to 
young men and women, to fathers and mothers, grandfath- 
ers and grandmothers. Are we prepared to return to our 
homes, to our students, our children, and our children’s 
children asking them to join with us in a solemn declara- 
tion of our faith in education for one world? Are we pre- 
pared to have them recite, learn, and live by some such 
declaration as this: 


WE DECLARE 


“That since wars begin in the minds of men, it is 
in the minds of men that the defences of peace must 
be constructed ; 
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“That ignorance of each other’s ways and lives has 
been a common cause, throughout the history of man- 
kind, of that suspicion and mistrust between the peo- 
ples of the world through which their differences have 
all too often broken into war; 

“That the great and terrible war which has now 
ended was a war made possible by the denial of the 
democratic principles of the dignity, equality, and 
mutual respect of men, and by the propagation, in 
their place, through ignorance and prejudice, of the 
doctrine of the inequality of men and races; 

“That the wide diffusion of culture, and the educa- 
tion of humanity for justice and liberty and peace are 
indispensable to the dignity of man and constitute a 
sacred duty which all the nations must fulfill in a 
spirit of mutual assistance and concern; 

“That a peace based exclusively upon the political 
and economic arrangements of governments would 
not. be a peace which could secure the unanimous, last- 
ing, and sincere support of the peoples of the world, 
and that the peace must therefore be founded, if it is 
not to fail, upon the intellectual and moral solidarity 
of mankind.” 


Such a declaration of principles and of faith is as urgent 
for the world of 1946, it would seem, as was the Declara- 
tion of Independence in 1776. So far as one can see there 
appears to be no reason why such a declaration should not 
have issued from Vatican City, “deep in the panting heart 
of Rome,” nor from the assembly of Cardinals, Archbishops, 
and Bishops of these United States. Actually, it came from 
no such source or origin. It is the preamble to the Consti- 
tution of the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization, UNESCO, as it is now coming to be 
known. 

Do we adhere to these declarations and if so are we, for 
these reasons, “believing in full and equal opportunities 
for education for all, in the unrestricted pursuit of objec- 
tive truth and in the free exchange of ideas and knowledge” 

. “agreed and determined to develop and increase the 
means of communication between their peoples and to em- 
ploy these means for the purposes of mutual understand- 
ing and a truer and more perfect knowledge of each other’s 
ives”? 

Are we Catholics not bound in conscience to such objec- 
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tives? And if we are so bound in conscience must we not 
support the purposes and functions of UNESCO; 


“The purpose of the Organization is to contribute to 
peace and security by promoting collaboration among the 
nations through education, science, and culture in order to 
further universal respect for justice, for. the rule of law 
and for the human rights and fundamental freedoms which 
are affirmed for the peoples of the world, without distinc- 
tion of race, sex, language, or religion, by the Charter of 
the United Nations. 


“To realize this purpose the Organization will: 


(a) collaborate in the work of advancing the mutual! 
knowledge and understanding of peoples, through all 
means of mass communication and to that end recom- 
mend such international agreements as may be neces- 
sary to promote the free flow of ideas by word and 
image; 

(b) give fresh impulse to popular education and to the 
spread of culture; 

by collaborating with members, at their request, in 
the development of educational activities ; 

by instituting collaboration among the nations to 
advance the ideal of equality of educational oppor- 
tunity without regard to race, sex, or any distinc- 
tions, economic or social; 

by suggesting educational methods best suited to 
prepare the children of the world for the responsi- 
bilities of freedom; 

(c) maintain, increase, and diffuse knowledge; 

by assuring the conservation and protection of the 
world’s inheritance of books, works of art, and mon- 
uments of history and science, and recommending to 
the nations concerned the necessary international 
conventions ; 

by encouraging cooperation among the nations in 
all branches of intellectual activity, including the in- 
ternational exchange of persons active in the fields of 
education, science, and culture and the exchange of 
publications, objects of artistic and scientific inter- 
est and other materials of information; 

by initiating methods of international cooperation 
calculated to give the people of all countries access 
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to the printed and published materials produced by 
any of them.” 


As a Catholic and as a scientist it is my firm belief that 
this preamble, these purposes, and these functions are in 
perfect harmony with the spirit and aspirations of all 
Catholics, are also in best accord with those principles of 
scientific activity which since the seventeenth century have 
governed the international relations of scientists and from 
which science has drawn rich store of strength. 

In consideration of the Catholic position we must con- 
tinue to focus our thought on the real meaning of the word 
catholic; i.e., universal. When we now address ourselves 
to the concept of one world we find here no idea remote from 
essential Catholic thought and effort, for has there not 
repeatedly recurred in our liturgy the theme of “one fold 
and one Shepherd.” And are not the functions of UNESCO 
but the translation into everyday thought and action of ex- 
actly those spiritual principles of hope and charity that 
are the inevitable accompaniments of a firm faith. Are 
they not the necessary corollary to the injunction “Go and 
teach all nations.” Not one nation, not the Jew, the Greek, 
the Roman, the Spaniard, the Dutch, the Englishman— 
but all nations because all nations are indivisible members 
of the fold of Christ. And if, as Catholics, we believe in 
education, if, as Catholics, we believe in the peculiar virtues 
of education under Catholic guidance and tradition are we 
not compelled to lend all the assistance of which we are 
capable to the extension of that education that the United 
Nations have undertaken to propagate throughout one 
world with all “means of mass communication” that the 
scientist has placed at the disposal of mankind. Remem- 
ber too that science exercises no control over the manner 
in which such facilities are controlled. The results of 
science are equally at the disposal of those who would 
abuse and of those who would use them. Science thus 
places an added responsibility squarely before those, among 
whom Catholics must especially be numbered, namely those 
who petition Almighty God in their daily prayer that “Thy 
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.” How can we ex- 
pect that prayer of ours to be answered unless we add to 
it full measure of energetic good works that surely include 
the processes of sound education? If we do not meet this 
challenge to our action and activity we can be very sure 
that those who have ideas very different from our own 
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will not reject such opportunities. They will seize the facil- 
ities for mass communication and popular education to 
serve their own needs. Have we not, on the contrary, the 
greatest incentives and also the best educational methods 
“to prepare the children of the world for the responsibili- 
ties of freedom’”’? Let us remember that word, the responsi- 
bilities of freedom. 


What lessons can one draw as a scientist from the his- 
tory of science in this problem of international relations? 
Science knows no international boundaries, is limited by 
no national customs or habits. The laws of nature are 
identical for rich nations or poor—they have universal 
validity. They do not change in passing from one customs 
barrier to the next. There can be no isolationism in science. 

On the contrary, the history of scientific advance has al- 
ready demonstrated that science flourishes best when the 
new discoveries are given world-wide publicity. Those 
European scientists who now are emerging from the black 
pall of isolation that was their lot during the war years 
into the bright sunshine of free exchange of scientific 
knowledge have known the poverty of mind and spirit, the 
loneliness and depression that result from such isolation. 
Even scientists in this land, where secrecy as to scientific 
advances was imposed only so far as it was judged neces- 
sary in the interests of national security, are unanimous 
in their desire to return to the free spirit of inquiry, where 
the mind of man may roam where it will, with freedom to 
discuss the results of’ their inquiries, to tell the world of 
science what they have found. The. revolt of the atomic 
scientists against control by the military is but one mani- 
festation of that unanimous desire. It is the basis for in- 
sistence on civilian control for atomic research in the post- 
war planning. The scientist knows by his own personal 
experience the benefits to be derived from free exchange of 
ideas. That is why the scientist cannot think in any other 
terms than those based on world-wide unity and diffusion 
of scientific knowledge. 


The scientist is acutely conscious also that both the social 
usefulness and evil potentialities of his discoveries make 
him actually a citizen of the world. Pasteur’s discoveries 
did not revolutionize the medical science of France but that 
of the whole world. Sir Alexander Fleming’s observations 
that led to penicillin could never be restricted to British 
patients, but became available to all as rapidly as the tech- 
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nical problems involved in large-scale production were 
solved—American soldiers were the first heirs to this ad- 
vance. The decade of effort that was basic to the techno- 
logical development of the atomic bomb was world-wide in 
its scope. It may become world shattering if it is used in 
large-scale atomic warfare. The basic science of atomic 
energy was discovered by Rutherford, a New Zealander, 
the Curies, Polish and French, Chadwick, an Englishman, 
Fermi, an Italian, Hahn, a German, Lise Meitner, an Aus- 
trian, Bohr, a Dane, with Einstein, a German Jew, supply- 
ing the basic mathematics. None of these men thought in 
terms of an atom bomb. They were scientists interested 
in “the causes of things” and happy in their effort as Lucre- 
tius long ago foretold. But their researches were stages on 
the road to Hiroshima and to Nagasaki. They were stages 
on the road to a single dark night of destruction which could 
wipe out of existence 30,000,000 American citizens should 
atomic warfare ever be declared on a scale which is now not 
only thinkable but actually possible. These are among the 
reasons why the scientist, with deepest understanding of 
all the dread possibilities, is among those who call for the 
fullest effort to construct the defenses of peace within the 
minds of men. 


It is a principle of Catholic education to learn in little 
things how to meet the big problems in life—to begin with 
the children, by education, instruction, and practice in the 
Christian virtues, to have them attain to those virtues by 
practice frequent and continuous. We must begin with the 
children in our education for one world. We must enlarge 
their knowledge of each other’s ways and lives beyond na- 
tional boundaries—educate them in the principles of dig- 
nity, equality, and mutual respect of all men in all lands, 
educate them in the principles of justice, liberty, and 
peace as “indispensable to the dignity of men” and “as a 
sacred duty which all the nations must fulfill in a spirit of 
mutual assistance and concern.” At the high school and 
college level, the encyclicals of our sovereign Pontiffs from 
Leo XII to Pius XII are excellent textbook materials for 
such a course of instruction. 


What about us? If we wish to attain to the virtue of in- 
ternational understanding and collaboration let us start to 
practice these virtues on the scale that is near at hand— 
on our neighbors, our national organizations, practice with 
them understanding and collaboration. If we believe in 
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human rights and fundamental freedoms without distinc- 
tion of race, sex, language, or religion, let us start practic- 
ing that belief right here at home, in preparation for the 
larger, more difficult tasks with others in other lands. We 
shall be practicing that second and difficult commandment 
“to love our neighbor as ourself.”” We shall avoid all “labels” 
in defense of our dislikes. Mr. X does not behave the way 
he does because he is a Jew or colored, because he is a Baptist 
or Methodist, comes from Italy or Eastern Europe. We 
must not label secular colleges “hot-beds of irreligion.” 
There may be such, but in thirty years of experience the 
most that I would say is that there are irreligious people 
occasionally to be found in such areas. Scientists are not 
all atheists and agnostics as one might occasionally imagine 
after listening to Sunday morning sermons. Let’s get away, 
too, from excessive nationalism, what a speaker recently 
referred to in polite phraseology as “ethnocentricity.” 
Talk about science, not American science, or British science 
or Irish science. And don’t imagine that identity of race 
or creed is essential for a happy or a successful enterprise. 
The Chemistry Department at Princeton is presided over by 
an Englishman by birth, Roman Catholic by creed, so far as 
he is aware without any Irish blood in his veins. Its most 
distinguished theoretical chemist was born in Mexico, an 
ardent member of the Mormon Church; its most distin- 
guished organic chemist was born in Hungary and baptized 
a Catholic; another organic chemist is a Vermont Yankee 
who prides himself on his Episcopalian affiliations; an 
inorganic chemist boasts his birth first generation Ameri- 
can of Russian parents, his father a bishop in the Russian 
Orthodox Church and he a practicing Orthodox Christian. 
There is a Jew from Brooklyn. There are native Ameri- 
cans (of several generations) with Presbyterian, Methodist, 
and other affiliations. But all this varied aggregation of 
nations and creeds can sit down together, work hard together 
for the welfare of education and chemical science—live to- 
gether and like it. Why can we do that—because we have 
by contact one with another, by collaboration, by mutual 
understanding and knowledge got rid of many of the preju- 
dices that might have been in our several systems had we 
never lived and worked together. 


That achievement on the local, parochial scale has to be 
enlarged until it can be possible on the world scale. That 
can only be done if it is engineered on a world scale—and 
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it will need a world organization. It will not be sufficient 
for learned scientists, educators, humanists to contribute 
their processes of international cooperation at the intel- 
lectual level. Unless the collaboration in mutual knowledge 
and understanding extends to all the citizens of all the world 
the possibilities for lasting world peace are remote and the 
alternatives terrifying in their violence. We need, the 
peoples of the world need, a world organization for educa- 
tion, science, and culture. This is the origin of UNESCO. 
It will require all the prayers and all the efforts which the 
National Catholic Educational Association of America can 
muster in its support. é 








